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AMERICAN EXPEDITION" TO KRETE UNDER 
PROFESSOR HALBHERR. 



At the annual meeting of the Council of the Archaeological Insti- 
tute in May of last year (1893), the island of Krete was chosen as a 
field for exploration, and an invitation was extended to Prof. Federico 
Halbherr, of the University of Rome, to take charge of the work. 
This choice was due to the fact that Prof. Halbherr had been in charge 
of the first, most important and almost the only scientific excavations 
carried on in Krete, during 1884-6. He excavated at Gortyna under 
the auspices of the Italian government, discovering there, beside many 
archaic inscriptions, the queen of Greek inscriptions, the Gortyna law 
code ; and then worked at Mt. Ida, in the famous cave of Zeus, at the 
request of the Greek Syllogos of Candia, where he discovered among 
many other objects the famous votive shields of the post-Homeric age. 

Prof. Halbherr accepted the task and went to Krete in the autumn 
of 1893, expecting to encounter but few difficulties, in view of the cor- 
dial cooperation of the Greek Syllogos, which had entrusted him with 
the publication of the Corpus of Greek Kretan inscriptions. He 
found, however, that during the few years of his absence the political 
conditions had undergone a decided change, unfavorable both to the 
Greek population and to archaeological research. Negotiations for 
permission to excavate were prolonged for many months, although a 
permit facilitating archaeological investigation throughout the island 
was granted after long consideration. The autumn and winter 
months passed, therefore, in travel and investigation through little- 
known parte of the island, in the copying of inedited inscriptions and 
the studying of recently-found or previously unobserved antiquities. 
An attempt to systematically investigate the wall at Gortyna, where 
the famous Code inscription was found, was frustrated by the deter- 
mined hostility of the inhabitants, who objected to the necessary 
deflection of the stream feeding the mill which washed this wall. 

What follows is taken from Prof. Halbherr's letters. 

The plan of work which Prof. Halbherr outlined on accepting his 
mission was briefly as follows, it being taken for granted always that 
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the requisite permit to excavate must be obtained. The sites which 
until this last visit seemed to promise the best results were Gortyna, 
Lebena, Eleutherna, Itanos and Praisos. Knossos was not consid- 
ered, out of regard for the French School, which was known to have 
this site in view. At Gortyna the central point is the ancient Agora, 
and especially that part of it containing the circular building, with 
the great code inscription, and its annexes. It was made quite clear 
by Halbherr's previous excavations that other legal inscriptions of 
the same period must exist at this point.. The part of the Code 
already found covered merely a section of the jus privatum, and frag- 
ments found dispersed prove that the walls still unexplored are likely 
to yield other large sections of the laws which were at that time codi- 
fied. While excavation at Gortyna is undoubtedly the most import- 
ant work to be undertaken on the island, it is also that surrounded 
with the greatest difficulty, and involving the greatest outlay of 
time and money, owing to the unusual value of the land, irrigated 
by the stream whose course must be deflected, thus rendering useless 
the mill which supplies the village, and, in their eyes, endangering 
their entire system of irrigation. Even were these difficulties over- 
come, there remain expensive hydraulic works to be undertaken at 
the excavators' expense. Hence it would not seem possible to under- 
take any but a very partial exploration, in continuation of the Italian 
excavations of 1884-6. The second more important site is the temple 
of Asklepios at Lebena, one of the most famous Kretan sanctuaries, 
and but little inferior to Epidauros as a centre of the cult of the god. 
A number of statuettes of Asklepios and many inscriptions relat- 
ing to cures have been turned up on this site, proving its richness. 
Also some inscriptions of the in century b. c, on blocks of marble, 
contain fragments of the sacred ritual and parts of decrees relative to 
the administration of the sanctuary, being the only instances of the 
kind yet discovered in Krete. They raise interesting questions re- 
garding the magistrates of the city and the functionaries of the tem- 
ple, and appear to allude to some connection between the sanctuary 
of Lebena and the city of Gortyna. These inscriptions probably form 
part of the buried archives of the temple which it would be most im- 
portant to recover, together with the votive offerings and the archi- 
tectural remains of the sanctuary. At Eleutherna, in the centre of 
the island, certain inscriptions have been casually found, of late 
years, which have exceptional importance, being fragments of law 
texts, like those of Gortyna, but with a characteristic form of letters. 
Also a statue in tufa with traces of polychromy, belonging to the 
primitive period of Greek sculpture, and the only example yet found 
of the early Kretan school. Eleutherna, therefore, appears to be an 
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important centre of very early civilization. In the eastern part of the 
island are Itanos and Praisos. Praisos was the centre of the Eteo- 
cretan culture, which is completely unknown to us. Here has heen 
found a fragment of an archaic inscription in Greek characters, but in 
a language not Greek, which is up to the present an enigma, to be ex- 
plained perhaps by new discoveries on this site, especially of bilin- 
gual inscriptions. Some figurines in terracotta from this site, now in 
a private collection in Candia, possess a character and style quite 
foreign to Greek and related to Oriental art. At Itanos are the ruins 
of a temple, perhaps of Athena, well worthy of excavation. 

Outside of these sites there are regions of the island still to be 
explored and a considerable amount of material already above ground 
that remains to be studied. 

The above plan of work was mapped out before the present unfavor- 
able condition of affairs had been realized, and could, therefore, be but 
partially carried out this season. Mr. Alden, a graduate of Yale, 
joined Prof. Halbherr shortly after his arrival in Krete, the Commit- 
tee of the Archaeological Institute having arranged that he should 
take part in the work of exploration. He took a series of photographs 
and made copies of a collection of funerary and other inscriptions of 
Lyttos and its neighborhood, numbering about forty. In view of the 
unexpected delays and obstacles that arose to prevent excavation, 
Mr. Alden gave up his work during the winter and joined the Ameri- 
can School at Athens. 

Many antiquities in the museum of the Greek Syllogos were studied 
and photographed with a view to publication, and the search for in- 
scriptions resulted in the gathering of over one hundred that are in- 
edited, especially in the eastern half of the island, a large part of which 
was explored. The most important of the inscriptions found during 
this early part of the investigations is an imperial rescript, one of the 
longest inscriptions of the Levant, which will be published and com- 
mented by Prof. Mommsen in the next number of the Journal. 
Another is an archaic Greek inscription belonging to an unknown 
city, in which a hitherto unknown Kretan magistracy, that of the 
ephoroi, so familiar in Spartan regions, is disclosed. Among sculptured 
objects placed at his disposal for publication, appear four heads of 
members of the family of the Emperor Augustus, a head of Commodus, 
a Hellenistic head of Hera, and a colossal statue of a Kosmos or other 
personage of the Macedonian or early Roman epoch. Acting in con- 
junction with the Kretan Syllogos or Archaeological Society he at- 
tempted to secure the preservation of the wall upon which the great 
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inscription of Gortyna is inscribed, by its purchase and removal to 
the museum of Candia. 

Prof. Halbherr writes on May 14 : " The chapters which, in the 
present condition of my researches in Krete, can be prepared for our 
publication are the following; [1] Inedited inscriptions of Krete. 
[2] Fragments of archaic vases of Apollonia. [3] Researches in the 
necropolis of Kurtes. [4] Four imperial marble heads in the collec- 
tion of the Greek Syllogos. [5] A Graeco-Roman statue and other 
works of sculpture from Gortyna. [6] Small Mycenaean vase with 
human head from Knossos. [7] The Latin inscription of Lyttos 
illustrated by Mommsen." 

During the first half of May Halbherr visited the southern part of 
the provinces of Amari and Haghios Vassilios, copying a dozen short 
inedited texts belonging to the temple of Apollon and Artemis at 
Sulia. They are votive inscriptions of the Roman period of no great 
importance. At Kuktes, near Phaistos and Gortyna, peasants had 
just discovered the remains of a very ancient necropolis, and here Dr. 
Halbherr carried on some slight investigations and applied to the 
Pasha of Candia for permission to excavate a few tombs in a scientific 
manner. The greater part of the finds, consisting in vases of the last 
Mycenaean period, with extremely scanty decoration, has been added 
by purchase to the collection of the Syllogos. 

Late in June the elaborate negotiations connected with possible 
work at Gortyna were brought to a successful close. The Greek Syl- 
logos purchased the part of the land that is between the mill and the 
river, and also the wall with the great code-inscription. The investi- 
gations carried on during June may best be described in Halbherr's 
own words, written on July 8 : 

" My journeys of exploration have extended from the heights of 
Kamares, on the southern slopes of Mt. Ida, as far as the mountains 
of Lassithi, toward the provinces of Pediada and Rhizokastron. The 
results have been good. After a partial exploration of the necropoli 
of Kurtes and Kamares, I made a most important trial in the necropo- 
lis of Erganos. Here I excavated three Mycenaean domical tombs, 
one of which is perfectly preserved. It contained the remains of six 
bodies with all the sepulchral objects, consisting of different Mycenaean 
vases, still apparently in the position in which they were placed some 
thousand years b. c. Everything was gathered together, the position 
of each object was marked, the tombs drawn, the plans made, and the 
best-preserved skulls carried off to serve for the study of the race 
which spread Mycenaean culture throughout Krete. Up to the pres- 
ent not a single necropolis in the island had been studied. Now we 
have the material from Kamares, Kurtes and Erganos for a first essay 
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on the primitive necropoli of Krete and as a source of new information 
on the question of Mycenaean culture in the islands of the iEgean. 

" After this I was so fortunate as to discover two cities unknown 
up to the present. One is the city to which the necropolis on the 
mountains of Erganos belongs, the other is a large city situated on a 
height between Lyttos and Inatos. I have drawn up the plan of the 
first of these, which was rather insignificant ; reserving the study and 
plan of the second (whose name I even hope to establish) until my 
return from Sitia. But even in this first visit I found in the latter 
city a few inscriptions, one of them archaic with the names of two 
kosmoi, and a goodly harvest of fragments of fine Mycenaean and 
archaic Greek vases with representations in relief, as well as a few 
small prehistoric or Eteocretan stones bearing new syllabic signs that 
should be connected with the discovery so recently made by Mr. 
Arthur Evans (see Journal, ix, 3, pp. 417-423). I am also beginning 
to pay attention to this study of the pre- Hellenic writing of Krete, and 
every day am gathering some new material for it. Thus during the 
past week I noted two new signs in two stones discovered at Vorus 
near Phaistos. 

" Dr. Taramelli [a young Italian archaeologist recently arrived on a 
prehistoric mission to Krete] has left on his mission, after having 
made at my request a large number of photographs. . . The matter in 
which Dr. Taramelli has most efficaciously aided me has been in the 
exploration of the Messara." On his arrival " I requested his aid for 
a few weeks, and after having done what I mentioned in my last let- 
ter, I confided to him two further pieces of work which he has carried 
out for us with the utmost diligence, and with all the success that 
could be expected considering the surroundings. He explored a 
grotto at Miamu, near Lebena, and will prepare upon this subject an 
illustrated article. He found there some vases of the so-called ' period 
of Thera,' objects in bone, etc., as well as the remains of a pre-Hellenic 
dwelling. He then proceeded, with some workmen, to another grotto 
situated on the slope of Mt. Ida, above Kamares. Of this latter inves- 
tigation, in which numerous remains of very ancient pottery were 
found, he will report in his contribution on the subject of early Kre- 
tan ceramics. 

" Among the latest epigraphic finds to which I wish to call your 
attention, beside the archaic inscription already mentioned, are: a 
Latin dedication to the Emperor Augustus at Gortyna ; a decree of 
proxeny to a Roman named ' Vipstanua Acceptus,' in the same city; 
two fragments, one of which is Latin and refers to certain sacrifices, 
in the wall of the acropolis of Gortyna ; and some late funerary in- 
scriptions in the province of Pediada." 
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In a letter written from Candia a month later, on August 7, Prof. 
Halbherr says : " I return to the city this morning and am getting 
ready to leave to-morrow for Axos and several other points in the 
province of Mylopotamos. I have just completed an excursion in 
•the eastern-most part of the island, that is in the province of Sitia, as 
well as a further excursion of less importance to Lyttos, making my 
third to this site. My labors in the peninsula of Sitia were concen- 
trated at Praisos, the capital of the Eteocretans. Here I made two 
attempts at excavating, finding in one case a deposit of archaic terra- 
cottas of great importance, and in the other a building of sacred char- 
acter, perhaps a small temenos or altar, which was situated on the 
third acropolis of the city. This third acropolis was not known up to 
the present, I think, and I believe myself to be the first to identify 
it. I shall therefore be able to give in our publication a contribution 
to the topography of Praisos, a city to which I wish to call the atten- 
tion of scholars, and where I hope that some day the Archaeological 
Institute will undertake excavations on a large scale. It is here, I 
believe, that we can find the solution of many problems relating to 
the earliest peoples of Krete and the sources of the native art of the 
island. In the meanwhile I have exhumed from the soil of Praisos a 
considerable number of most characteristic archaic votive terracottas, 
among which are several mvaKes with representations in relief, the 
publication of which will produce considerable sensation. . . . Among 
the small terracottas and pinakes is the figure of a man standing, in 
profile, whose head is covered profusely with hair; it is executed in a 
style which I do not dare yet to qualify as Hellenic, and it may be an 
Eteocretan work connected with Asiatic art. There are also frag- 
ments of figures of warriors armed with lance and shield, idols of 
nude goddesses with arms straight and close to their body, as in a 
well known series of Cypriote examples, etc. I regard as of especial 
importance a small mva£ in perfect preservation, which bears in relief 
a rosette or floral ornament, exactly or almost exactly like that which 
is painted in the fragments of the wall decoration of Tiryns. On the 
third acropolis I also discovered a few small bronzes of no especial 
importance, though among them is a handle or. ring of a tripod like 
those so well known, which were found on Mt. Ida and at Olympia. 

" I should have pushed forward excavations on the main acropo- 
lis, and then in the temple of the city of Itanos, had the firman for 
excavation come to hand from Constantinople. I discovered no in- 
scriptions : only a small funerary stele with two names was shown me 
at Vavelli, near Praisos, which I copied. I do not believe there is 
anything else in the village or in the ruins of the ancient city which I 
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have explored stone by stone, having camped within its limits for 
over a week. 

" The other sites in the province did not yield much, having been 
recently explored by Dr. Mariani (during the past autumn) and by 
Mr. Evans (in the spring). I gathered, however, some new pre- 
Hellenic alphabetic signs to be added to those discovered by Mr. 
Evans; also a fragment of archaic terracotta with an archaic Greek 
inscription on the reverse reading AO9 N|f| = Aop[o-o)v], or Ao/>[ow 
i.ve67]K(]. I hope to be able to gather sufficient material for a separate 
article on the pre- Hellenic writing of Krete for our publication. 

" At Lyttos ... I discovered three new bathra, two of which bear 
the same dedication to the emperor Trajan, written in the same terms 
as the two found last winter, but under different Kosmi: the third is 
a dedication to his wife, Plotina. 

" At Gortyna the Syllogos has deflected the canal which passes 
above the great inscription, in order to preserve it from the action of 
the water. In the course of the work three new fragments of archaic 
inscriptions came to light, thus increasing the value of our epigraphic 
novelties from Gortyna, which are already considerable." 

On August 27 Halbherr writes : " I have in a single trip gone 
around Mt. Ida, visiting Axos, Eleutherna and Sybrita, entering Mes- 
eara from the west, and stopping at Gortyna on the way back to Can- 
dia. The material gathered was as follows. At Axos (Oaxos) : two 
small fragments of opisthographic stelse, one containing a treaty 
between Axos and Tylissos. A terracotta weight with an inscription 
of the Roman period. At Eleutherna : a fragmentary dedication to 
the emperor Tiberius; another to one of the Ptolemies; three other 
fragments of inscriptions, one being archaic but unimportant. At 
Sybrita: three sepulchral inscriptions of the Roman period, which 
with the other funerary tituli copied last winter by me at Rettimo, 
constitute the first and only epigraphic series of this city. A Rhodian 
vase handle with the inscription EP IAAMQN»S TTANAMoY. At Gor- 
tyna: a considerable number of inscriptions of different periods." 

At the close of August Dr. Halbherr's work was interrupted first 
by an attack of fever, and then by the terrible illness of Dr. Tara- 
melli, for whom he cared. In consequence of this last misfortune it 
was necessary for Prof. Halbherr to himself go over the work which 
he had expected to have done for the Institute by Taramelli. He 
then took up again his investigations at Gortyna, and was to start on 
September 24 for one of his last excursions, going to the part of the 
island lying south-east of Pediada. 



